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A National Cancer Plan (NCP) is a public health programme designed to reduce the number of
cancer cases and deaths and improve quality of life of cancer patients, through the systematic
and equitable implementation of evidence-based strategies for: prevention, early detection,
diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation, palliation and research to search for innovative solutions
and evaluate outcomes. It is designed with the aim of making the best use of available
resources. During the design of a comprehensive NCP an evaluation of the various ways to
control cancer is undertaken and the plan will then incorporate and promote the implementation
of those measures that are considered to be the most cost-effective and beneficial for the
maximum number of persons in the population and according to the specific situation of the
nation and the resources (present and planned) at its disposal.

  

A NCP:
- promotes the development of care management guidelines,
- places emphasis on the prevention of cancers or early detection of cancer cases so as to
increase the possibility of cure and better control and faster return to pre-diagnosis life, and 
- plans for the provision of services that will seek to offer as much comfort as possible to
patients and their carers with advanced or incurable disease. A well-conceived, well-managed
national cancer control programme:
- lowers cancer incidence and mortality
- improves the life of cancer patients, no matter what resource constraints a country faces.

  

NCPs are also an effective tool for the communication of the decisions and the plans identified
and chosen by a Member State and the evidence supporting and influencing them in a
transparent fashion both to public within the Member State and also with and between other
members of the European Union.

  

Controlling cancer in Europe will require the investment of substantial resources and the
effective coordination of national policies. In a study published by WHO in 2004 it was shown
that there are notable ‘performance gaps’ in the cancer control programmes operating in
different countries in Europe. Europe is still characterised by unacceptable inequalities in cancer
control both between and within Member States. These can be exemplified by the
widely-diverging cancer survival rates published in the EUROCARE studies.
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Since the beginning of the 21st century a number of EU Member States have started to
develop, publish and implement NCPs. The Communication from the Commission of 2009 on
Action against Cancer pledges that by the end of the Partnership, i.e. by 2013 all Member
States will have adopted integrated cancer plans.

  

However, several EU Member States are still in the process of developing their first ever plans
and some others have not yet started such a project. Nonetheless, to date, only a small number
of Member States are already in the process of evaluating their first cancer plans and re-issuing
a revised plan to cater for the next few years. Notwithstanding this apparent progress,
inconsistencies and heterogeneity also abound with regards to the content of these national
plans. A recent systematic assessment of the National Cancer Control  Plans available in
Europe in 2009 showed that despite the growing number of plans in Europe (19 in the 31
countries studied), significant differences remain between them.  A major source of concern is
the fact that in many cases, elements crucial to a health systems approach and to the efficacy
of the plans such as financing, resource allocation or governance were missing or inadequate.

  

WP 10 is aiming at establishing the state-of-play in the development of NCPs in the EU, at
conducting an analysis of the content and an evaluation the effectiveness of the extant plans
and ultimately at facilitating the transfer of knowledge and expertise obtained on the design,
challenges encountered, implementation and outcomes of NCPs between the EU Member
States.

Work Package Leader on National Cancer Plans:

Dr. Tit Albreht
National Institute of Public Health, Slovenia
tit.albreht@ivz-rs.si

  

  

European Guide for Quality National Cancer Control Programmes Published

  One of the main deliverables of the EPAAC Joint Action has now been published, the
European Guide for Quality National Cancer Control Programmes
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. The Guide is the main deliverable of the work in EPAAC on National Cancer Plans.
 

  

Final Report "National Cancer Control Programmes: Analysis of Primary Data from
Questionnaires" Published

  Following the Steering Committee meeting in Athens late September, we are pleased to make
available the final version of the report "National Cancer Control Programmes: Analysis of
Primary Data from Questionnaires". The report is a culmination of the first stage of EPAAC's
National Cancer Plans Work Package (WP 10) and analyses the data gathered from
questionnaires sent to all EU Member States, Iceland and Norway regarding the state of
respective National Cancer Control Programmes.     One of EPAAC's key deliverables is the
preparation of guidelines and specific indicators for a high-level standard National Cancer
Control Programme, which will be available at the end of the Partnership in early 2014. 
 
 

The report can be accessed here.

National Cancer Plan Collection:

        

AUSTRIA

  

National Cancer Plan in preparation
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BELGIUM

  

National Cancer Plan 2008-2010, English
&nbsp;

  
    

CYPRUS

  

National Cancer Control&nbsp;Strategy, Greek

National Cancer Control&nbsp;Strategy, English

Summary of National Cancer Control&nbsp;Strategy, English

  
    

CZECH REPUBLIC

  

National Cancer Control Programme, English
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DENMARK

  

National Cancer Plan I, 2000, Summary, English

National Cancer Plan II, 2005, English

National Cancer Plan III, 2010, Danish

Summary of National Cancer Plan III in English
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ESTONIA

  

National Cancer Strategy 2007-2015, English

National Cancer Strategy 2007-2015, Estonian

  
    

FINLAND

  

Summary of National Cancer Plan in English

  
    

FRANCE

  

National Cancer Plan 2009-2013, English
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GERMANY

  

Working Document on National Cancer Plan, 4.1.2012, German

  
    

GREECE

  

National Cancer Plan 2011 - 2015, Greek

  
    

HUNGARY

  

National Cancer Control Programme 2006, English

  
    

IRELAND
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A Strategy for Cancer Control 2006, English

  
    

ITALY

  

Technical Policy Document on the Reduction of Cancer Disease Burden 2011-2013, Italian

Technical Policy Document on the Reduction of Cancer Disease Burden 2011-2013 Summary,
English

  
    

LATVIA

  

Oncologic Diseases Control Program 2009-2015, Latvian
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Oncologic Diseases Control&nbsp;Program 2009-2015 Summary, English

  
    

LITHUANIA

  
National Cancer Plan in preparation

  
    

LUXEMBOURG

  National Cancer Plan in preparation  
    

MALTA

  

National Cancer Plan 2011-2015, English

National Cancer Plan 2011-2015, Maltese
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NETHERLANDS

  

National Cancer&nbsp;Control Programme 2005-2010, English

Progress Report on Cancer Control in the Netherlands 2010, English

Link to Dutch National&nbsp;Cancer Control Monitor

  
    

NORWAY

  

Link to Norwegian National Cancer Plan 1997, Norwegian
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Summary of Norwegian Cancer Plan 1997, English

National Strategy for Cancer Control 2004, Norwegian

National Strategy for Cancer Control 2006-2009, Norwegian

Summary of Strategy 2006-2009, English

Summary of National Strategy for Work in Cancer, English

Together – against cancer: National Cancer Strategy 2013–2017, English
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POLAND

  

Establishing the Multi-Year National Cancer&nbsp;Control Programme, Act of 1 July 2005,
English

  
    

PORTUGAL

  

National Cancer Control Plan 2007-2010, Portugese

National Cancer Control Plan 2009 Update, Portugese

Summary of National Cancer&nbsp;Control Plan 2007-2010, English
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SLOVENIA

  

National&nbsp;Cancer Plan 2010-2015, Slovene

National Cancer Plan 2010-2015, English

  
    

SPAIN

  

National Cancer Strategy 2009, Spanish

National Cancer Strategy 2009, English

  
    

SWEDEN
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National Cancer Strategy, Swedish

A National Cancer Strategy for the Future, Summary in English

  
    

UNITED KINGDOM

  

 England:

Improving Outcomes, A Strategy for Cancer, 2011

1st Annual Report on Strategy for Cancer, 2011
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